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but the Germans had already decided on war, and
upon the annihilation of Poland as an independent
State. If they came to a conference, and rejected
every peaceful solution put before them, if they
allowed the Poles to expose the hollowness of the
German case, and the deliberate manufacture of
'incidents' and 'atrocities', they destroyed every
pretext for going to war. If, on the other hand,
they refused outright to hold any discussion with
the Poles, again they showed themselves the ag-
gressors.
Hitler attacks Poland
Hence, with war, not peace, in their hearts, the
German leaders could neither easily accept nor
easily reject the British plan. Hitler chose a way of
escape which deceived no one (outside Germany)
at the time, and will not deceive posterity. He
accepted the British proposal and, at the same time,
added conditions to his acceptance which destroyed
all chance of peaceful and reasonable negotiation.*
His answer was given on the evening of 29 August
1939. He demanded the arrival in Berlin, on the
following day (30 August), of a Polish representative
with full powers. In other words, the Polish repre-
sentative would be given the German terms, and,
without referring them to the Polish Government,
would have to accept or reject them forthwith. The
Polish Government would have to send their repre-
sentative without knowing what terms would be put
in front of him for his immediate acceptance. Tfyere
were to be no free negotiations, no exchange of
views, no examination of the truth of German
allegations. The sinister drama which Hitler had